LEICESTER MONTESSORI
GRAMMAR SCHOOL
SUMMER NEWSLETTER
From The Headteacher
It gives me great pleasure to be able to write this summer’s final newsletter before everyone leaves for a well-deserved
break. My time in the role as Head Teacher has been brief so far but there have been many successes to share with
you, and I am hoping there will be even more in the new academic year to come! So far we have seen the students
working extremely hard on the summer production of ‘Robin Hood’, and the staff need commending on their
enthusiasm and creativity in bringing this rather wonderful version to life! Special thanks must go to Miss Calow for
the incredible scenery and Mrs Stahl for the lighting. Behind the scenes Mrs Wilson has ensured a full and enriching
curriculum, for the non-play students, which focused on endangered species and which related to the recent trip to
Whipsnade Zoo.
The term’s successes include our incredible Ofsted report, whereby all the Sixth Form teaching staff, led by Mr Patel,
performed outstandingly. This has prompted the decision by the Montessori Group to relocate the Sixth Form
College teaching to our Regent Road premises, where it is hoped we can grow and develop our Sixth Form College
further to create an independent identity and structure in keeping with the high standards we expect from and hope
for our students. The Grammar School will be able to continue to create a vibrant and productive environment here
at Stoneygate Road, with an extended curriculum to include Drama and Dance across the years, as well as maintain
many of the excellent features of current subjects. We are looking forward to new computers across the years from
EYFS through to the Sixth Form and at the beginning of the new academic year would welcome your attendance at a
‘Meet The Head Teacher’ evening, where you can see our new facilities and projected vision for both schools.
The Grammar School evening will be at Stoneygate Road, on Wednesday 4th September, whilst the Sixth Form
evening will be Thursday 5th September. I look forward to meeting you then, as well as sharing our new vision for the
future of our schools.
Finally, I would like to thank all the staff for their dedication and hard work over this past transitional period and I
would like to thank the parents and wonderful students for their support, dedication and enthusiasm over the past
year. Also thanks goes to the Friends of Leicester Montessori, who have arranged some great charitable events this
year. I hope you have a relaxing break over the summer and whilst I will see some of you over the summer period
with the Summer School, I look forward to seeing you all fresh and ready for a new academic year on the Thursday
29th August!
Best Wishes
Alison Langrick
Head Teacher

“OUTSTANDING STUDENT BEHAVIOUR AND QUALITY OF TEACHING”
Behaviour at the Leicester Montessori Sixth Form is ‘outstanding’ according to the latest Ofsted report. Students have
made very good progress, teaching shows good examples of outstanding practice and the most impressive feature of
teaching across a wide range of subjects is the teachers’ excellent knowledge of individual students and the very
well-targeted individual support provided.
As you may be well aware, we are very proud of this report which reflects highly on some of the Sixth Forms’ key
strengths. Throughout the year, students’ attitudes in the classroom have been extremely positive. ‘Students’
behaviour and personal development are outstanding. Students are very supportive of the school and the
opportunities with which they are provided. They display excellent social skills, demonstrative respect and courtesy
to their teachers and to each other.’ (Ofsted 2013)
In addition, it was observed that teachers are skilled at encouraging students to respond to each other’s ideas,
generating successful debate and clarifying their understanding. After a year as Head of Sixth Form, I am very
pleased with this report which reflects the hard work of students. Even so, I am adamant that the inspectors’
judgement of ‘good with outstanding features’ will not stop there. We look forward to building on our strengths and
working on areas such as PSHE and Citizenship over the coming year. It is now our quest to make everything about
Leicester Montessori Sixth Form College outstanding.
In terms of the ‘good’ and ‘outstanding’ lessons, we are very thrilled. This is in view of the fact that this inspection
was carried out under the new rigorous framework, which was introduced in September 2012, and the fact that the
School had less than a day’s notice of the inspectors arrival.
The Ofsted judgement is very useful, as it validates everything we have been recently working towards at the
College. I hope the year ahead will create many more success
stories.
Mr Yusuf Patel
Head of Sixth Form

SIXTH FORM RESULTS DAY
In anticipation of our move back to the original Sixth Form building, we request that all students collect
results from the Leicester Montessori Sixth Form College, 140 Regent Road, Leicester LE1 7PA.
A-level results: Students can collect their results on Thursday 15th August from 9 am.
GCSE results: Students can collect their results on Thursday 22nd August from 9 am.
On both days the college will be open to students from 9:00am to 1:00pm. Staff will be available on the day
in order for students to be able to discuss any issues and, where required, to re-examine subject choices and
discuss their future. If you are away at this time and would like to make
an alternative arrangement, please contact Mr Patel who will be able to
assist you.

SIXTH FORM ON THE MOVE!
You may be aware that the Sixth Form relocated to the Grammar School for a short space of time. Whilst we have
really enjoyed and benefited from this short-term move, it is now time to say farewell! On the Monday 2nd
September, we request all Sixth Form students to join us back at our original building, 140 Regent Road,
Leicester LE1 7PA.
Over the coming weeks, we will be working hard on some exciting developments to ensure that students have
access to a variety of resources and facilities to enhance learning and their overall enjoyment of Sixth Form life.
We will be continuing with the excellent choice of subjects we offer already; however we are hoping to broaden
the curriculum to include subjects not yet covered, such as ICT/Computing and Further Maths. The Science
curriculum further down the school, in the Upper Grammar, is being co-ordinated to ensure the future smooth
transition between Key Stage 3 and 4, with the introduction of Biology, Physics and Chemistry being taught
separately, so that GCSE sciences can begin earlier.
Next year we hope to broaden sporting opportunities for the Sixth Form students, through new links forged with
other schools and institutions.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students and parents for their support and hope that the
transition is as effective as we hope it to be. If you have any queries, please do get in touch.
Mr Yusuf Patel
Head of Sixth Form

GRAMMAR SCHOOL - HOUSE
COMPETITIONS

Knighton Wins the over House
Point Competition!

This term we have been trialling house competitions, held
during dinner times, for Lower Grammar and Upper
Grammar students. These competitions were based around
Dodgeball and involved all students, encouraging teamwork and
co-operation. The results of the Dodgeball competition are given
below:

A big congratulations to our house points
winners- Knighton! They won this year’s
overall house point. We would like to say a big
well done to all the children for their consistent
hard work. Each house did extremely well,
with the end result for the winners only being
points away. The winning team had a great
trip out to the Cinema De Lux to watch
‘Despicable Me- Two’.

Lower Grammar winners: Knighton
Upper Grammar winners: Bradgate
Each house was awarded house points, these were determined by
the finishing position in the competition:
1st = 200 house points
2nd = 150 house points
3rd = 100 house points
4th = 50 house points
We plan to continue these competitions next year beginning
with football in the Autumn term.
Gareth Bennett
PE Co-ordinator

WHIPSNADE ZOO TRIP
On Friday 5th July, staff and students from Upper and Lower Grammar journeyed to Whipsnade Zoo in
Bedfordshire. Soon after arrival, students got to feed a trio of European brown bears their breakfast. Most of the big
beasts were snoozing in the hot weather, but the African lions and the Amur tiger still managed to amaze our
students. We also got up close to the giant giraffes and the Asian elephants before finally being entertained - and
soaked by the incredible Californian sea-lions! A fantastic day was enjoyed by all and we can not wait to visit again.

On Friday the 5th of July I went to the zoo with many other children from the school. I had a lot of fun. When we got
there we first went to see the bears being fed. I gave the bears an apple. My brother also gave the bears an apple. We
were all very hungry so we went to eat our lunch. I sat with Barbora, Miss Kurji and Miss Deol. I ate a kit kat, a
sandwich and a packet of crisps. It was very hot so I drank lots of water. Then we went to see other animals.
I really liked the tigers and the penguins. I saw a hippopotomus’ house. I also saw a cheetah. I bought a
delicious ice cream from the gift shop. I saw a swan and ducks. We were all very tired so we took a ride on the bus to
the sea lions show. The sea lions splashed water on the children. It was epic. I went to the gift shop again and bought a
pen. Then it was time to go home. On the coach I went to sleep. It was an exciting day.
by Farah Kahn (student comment)

FRENCH TRIP
We are pleased to inform you that we will be running a trip to France in the Autumn Term. From Monday 2nd
December 2013 to Friday 6th December 2013, students in years 5 to 11 will have the opportunity to visit the Opal
Coast (North of France).
The trip will include a range of activities, such as visiting a chocolate factory, a WW2 museum, going to a traditional
Christmas market, and more. We will be staying at Hippotel in Le Touquet, for four nights, in full-board
accommodation. The trip will cost approximately £400 and we hope it will be popular.
More details will follow in September, but if you would like to take part in this trip, please register your interest with
Miss Mailfait before the start of the summer holidays.

WATER AID EVENT
On Tuesday 2nd July, years 7 & 8 held a charity fundraiser event for their chosen charity, Water Aid. They held several
activities to raise money. At the Upper and Lower Grammar breaks, they set up a stall and sold many cakes.
At Lower and Upper Grammar lunches, they set up ‘Sponge the Teacher’, ‘Hook a Duck’ and a penalty shootout
contest. The fundraiser was a huge success, raising a total of £212.60 on the day.
They chose the charity Water Aid because they wanted to help provide safe water in Madagascar.
We wish to thank Miss Knezevic for helping us and we would also like to thank you, all the students, for
participating in this event and making it a success.

UPPER GRAMMAR ICT FUNDRAISING EVENT
Miss Calow’s class were asked to plan a fundraising event as part of their ICT project. The aim of the event was to
make profit. The class was put into groups and then they planned what they wanted to do, they were asked to use as
many ICT programmes as possible including Excel, Publisher, Power-Point and other relevant programmes from
Microsoft Office suite. The groups made an appointment with the Head Teacher and told her why their ideas
should be chosen. The best one was decided which was by Sanaa, Mahadi and Akash. Their theme was
‘World Nations Day’ where everyone had to dress up in their own culture’s clothes. There were two activities running
throughout the day for both Upper and Lower Grammar. The activities were ‘The Angry Birds Challenge’ and ‘Throw
the Cone over the Hoop’.
The day was advertised and promoted by the group and was a great success. Sanaa, Mahadi and Akash raised £130
which went to their chosen charity ‘Cancer Research UK’. Well done to all the students, teachers and parents who
helped to make this event a hit!

ACHIEVEMENTS

TRANSFER DAY

On Sunday I went to the swimming gala at David Lloyds. This
is my second swimming gala ever. Most of the competitors were
girls. There were very few boys but they were too young for me
to race with. I swam in the front crawl race and the backstroke
race. The races were very easy and I wasn’t very tired when I
finished. I was swimming with one girl in the front crawl race.
I swam against two girls in my backstroke race. I was so excited
when I won. All the medals were gold and I got two gold star
shaped medals. I was proud of myself.

When it was transfer day, I moved up to
year 3 but I was still in the ear 2 classroom.
Ms. Kurji was still teaching me and the class.
Then the Year 1’s came into our class. We did
some fun activities. We did ‘All About Me’ and
there was a new boy called Oliver in our class.
He will come in September to the Year 2 class.
He was sitting next to Reece. After we finished
our activity, we went to the choosing room.
We played with the football table. Oliver beat
Leo in the game. We had a fun day. I am very
excited to go to year 3 and learn lots of hard
work.

In the end there was a parent-child relay race but my mum
didn’t want to go. My swimming teacher was so kind and he
came in the pool with me for the relay race. We came 2nd in the
relay race. I had a great day.
Taran Renrajan (student comments)

Olivia Francis-Duncan (student comments)

WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTO!
The whole school photo took place on Thursday 20th June 2013 and was a great success! The children in our Year One
class have produced some lovely work detailing their favourite part of 'whole school' photo experience. Well done!

NEW YEAR, NEW CLASSES!
We are all back at the beginning of the new year on Thursday 29th August. On this day students will be given their new
stationery and new timetables. They will be introduced to their new teachers and will spend the day in their class.
On transfer day, most of the students met their new teacher and classmates; however not all classes were finalised.
Here are the final class lists and their form rooms.
Current Teaching / Tutor Group
EYFS 0 – BG
EYFS 1 – VK

New Teaching /Tutor Group
EYFS 0 - Miss Gogert
EYFS 1/ 2 – Miss Tanna

Room
EYFS 1
EYFS 2

EYFS 2 – PT
Year 1 – JD
Year 2 – SK
Year 3 – SS
Year 4 – GB
Year 5 – GB/LC
Year 6 – LC
Year 7/8 – SSP

Year 1 – Miss Deol
Year 2 – Miss Kurji
Year 3 – Miss Kurji
Year 4 – Mrs Sonde
Year 4/5 – Mrs Wilson
Year 6 – Mr Bennet
Year 7 – Miss Knezevic
Year 8/9 – Mr Laycock

B1
B7
B7
B4
Science Lab
Humanities Room
Music / Drama Room
Science Room 2 (2nd Floor)

Year 10 – JM
U6th

Year 11 – Miss Malfait
U6th – Mr Mayall and Mr Sud

Sixth Form College
Sixth Form College

Please do not hesitate to contact the school, if you require any more information.
Alison Langrick
Head Teacher.

SPORTS DAY 2013
It was not sunniest of days on our sports day but we made the best of the situation as we held the sports day at
Freeman’s Common sports hall. The Lower Grammar competed in a range of small mini Olympic and the Upper
Grammar and the Sixth Form enjoyed the day of Athletics activities. All pupils got involved, competed and had
fun! We are glad to report the day went very well.
In the morning the lower grammar students competed in a range of small mini Olympic type activities. This list of
activities is given below:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hockey dribbling
Running race
Throwing the bean bag into the hoop
Space hopper race
Soft javelin throw
Bowls

Plenty of parents spectated and lots of stickers were presented to students. Here are the results:
Bradgate = 10
Knighton = 17
Stoneygate = 14
Demonford = 19
In the afternoon the upper grammar and sixth form students competed in a Danish Longball and Handball
competition. Here are the results:
Bradgate = 17
Knighton = 18
Stoneygate = 19
Demonford = 19
Overall competition standings (lowest points wins)
1st – Bradgate = 27 = earning 200 house points
2nd – Stoneygate = 33 = earning 150 house points
3rd – Knighton = 35 = earning 100 house points
4th – Demonford = 38 = earning 50 house points
A Big Congratulations to Bradgate!
The question is who will take the title next year??
Gareth Bennett
PE Coordinator

LEICESTER MONTESSORI GRAMMAR SCHOOL
TERM DATES
Autumn Term 2013 - 2014
School Closed – Bank Holiday

Monday 26th August 2013

School Closed – INSET

Tuesday 27th August 2013

School Closed – INSET

Wednesday 28th August 2013

School Opens

Thursday 29th August 2013

School Closes

Friday 18th October 2013

Autumn Half Term

Monday 21st – Friday 25st October 2013

School Opens

Monday 28th October 2013

School Closes

Friday 20th December 2013

Christmas Holidays

Monday 23rd December – Wednesday 1st January 2014
Spring Term 2013 - 2014

School Closed - INSET

Thursday 2nd January 2014

School Closed - INSET

Friday 3rd January 2014

School Opens

Monday 6th January 2014

School Closes

Friday 14th February 2014

Spring Half Term

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 2014

School Opens

Monday 24th February 2014

School Closes

Friday 11th April 2014

Easter Holidays (Week 1)

Monday 14th – Thursday 17th April 2014

Easter Holidays (Week 2)

Tuesday 22nd – Friday 25th April 2014
Summer Term 2013 - 2014

School Opens

Monday 28th April 2014

School Closes

Friday 23rd May 2014

Summer Half Term

Tuesday 27th – Friday 30th May 2014

School Opens

Monday 2nd June 2014

School Closes

Friday 11th July 2014

Summer Holidays Begin

Monday 14th July 2014

Bank holidays: 				Inset days:
26th August 2013				27th & 28th August 2013
25th & 26th December 2013			
2nd & 3rd January 2014
st
1 January 2014
18th & 21st April 2014
5th May 2014
26th May 2014

Have a great summer
from all at
Leicester
Montessori
Grammar School

Leicester Montessori Grammar School
0116 270 6667
www.montessorigroup.com

